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The Mauritius “Post Offi ce” Issue Printing Plate 
is to be offered for sale in December 2016 

“Discover of what is undoubtedly the Greatest Philatelic Treasure existing” 
Alexander J. Sefi , 1912 



Following its fantastic re-discovery last year, and its exhibition in Europe and Asia, the David Feld-
man company will have the honour to exhibit the mythical Mauritius “Post Offi ce” issue printing plate 
in New York.  
 
Recent research has shown however that this is not the fi rst time that the Plate has been shown in 
New York – over 100 years ago the Plate was one of the main exhibits of the fi rst International Phila-
telic Exhibition that took place in November 1913 at the The Engineering Societies’ Building on West 
39th Street.  
 
One hundred years later, from May 28th to June 4th, the Plate will again be on display at its own 
booth (no 117 ) at The International Stamp Show in New York at the Javits Center, This maybe the 
fi nal opportunity to see the famous plate before it will be offered for sale in December 2016 in Ge-
neva, Switzerland. 
 
Ownership: 
The Plate is thought to have changed hands six times since its initial engraving in 1847, but while 
there are records of insurance values, rejected offers, and public estimates, no purchase price has 
ever been disclosed. 
 
Past Owners: 
1848 Sir William Maynard Gomm, former Governor of Mauritius 
1880 Colonel Dominic Colnaghi, Grandson of Sir William Gomm 
1912 Neville Stocken, a London stamp dealer 
1912 David Field, dealer and publisher of The West-End Philatelist 
1912 Sydney Loder, one of Great Britain’s most prominent collectors 
1930 Maurice Burrus, a French industrialist and world-renowned collector 

Past Exhibitions: 
1912 London, International Jubilee Philatelic Exhibition 
1913 New York, International Philatelic Exhibition  
1930 Berlin, International Philatelic Exhibition IPOSTA 
1935 London, Royal Jubilee Exhibition of British Empire Stamps 
 
Price History: 
Although purchase prices were not disclosed in the private sales, it is known that upon hearing of its 
discovery, an offer of £ 2,500 was made by the Imperial Postal Museum of Berlin in 1912 to Stock-
en, who declined it. We then know that he sold the Plate to Field who then sold it to Loder – so 
clearly the amount of £ 2,500 had been well-surpassed by the end of 1912. 
 



When Loder exhibited the Plate in New York in 1913, the New York Times highlighted the Plate and 
stated that it was estimated to be worth $50,000 or almost £10,000 – this may have been a number 
designed to attract attention, but it certainly shows that the Plate was clearly seen to be one of the 
most expensive philatelic items in the world.  In parallel, it is interesting to note that in 1905, Philipp 
von Ferrary, the then owner of the famous British Guiana One Cent stamp was reported to have said 
that he would similarly reject an offer of GBP 3,000 for the famous stamp – certainly an indication 
that in this period of relative peace and prosperity before the Great War, that the “Plate” was cer-
tainly considered to have a value similar to that of the “One Cent”. 
 
When one considers that the British Guiana One Cent was sold in 2014 by Sotheby’s New York 
for USD 9.5 million, it is clear that the current estimated market value of the Mauritius “Post Offi ce” 
Printing Plate, no doubt the most expensive piece of copper in the World, probably also extends 
well into 7 fi gures. 
 
For further information, please contact Estelle Leclere (estelle@davidfeldman.com) at David Feldman 
SA in Geneva Switzerland.

About David Feldman SA
David Feldman has established itself as one of the world’s leading stamps auction houses for almost 50 years. We enjoy 
close relationships with the most important stamps collectors as well as an extraordinary track record. David Feldman 
has sold more award-winning collections than any other company, as well as holding world records in nearly every area 
of philately: covers, single stamps and large collections. It has offi ces in Geneva, Hong Kong and New York City. 

www.davidfeldman.com 
 


